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General English 10
Battle Hymn of the Tiger Mother: Chapters 1 -12
Assignment #1: Narrative Point of View

Has your teacher ever told you your writing needs more voice? What is voice anyway? Voice is a seemingly
simple concept that actually involves an understanding of a complex system called narration. In this activity,
we will explore the concept of voice in depth.

The first thing to understand when trying to understand voice is narrative point of view. Narrative point of view
describes the perspective from which a story is told and perceived by the storyteller. In other words, who is
telling the story, and what is his or her relationship to the other characters and the story itself?

The character who tells a story is called the narrator. The narrator is not the same as the author, since authors
are indeed real people. Although, in some cases, the narrator and the author can in fact be the same. This
occurs in autobiographies, like Battle Hymn of the Tiger Mother.

A narrator can be reliable or unreliable. A reliable narrator is one who can be trusted to give us all the
necessary information. An unreliable narrator does not tell us the full story (either because of self-interest or
ignorance), leaving the reader to fill in the gaps.

Whether reliable or unreliable, a narrative can be either first- or third-person point of view.

First-person point of view means that the story is being told by a narrator who is also a character in the story.
This is signaled by the narrator's use of "I" or "we" to talk about characters in the story. A first-person narrator is
sometimes, but not always, the focal character, or the character around which the action centers. A first-person
narrator naturally limits a reader, since we can only know what the narrator knows (unless he or she is a
mind-reader). It has the strength of causing the reader to bond more closely with the character since we are
privy to his or her most intimate thoughts.

Third-person point of view means that the story is being told by a narrator who is uninvolved in the events of
the story. A third-person narrator can be subjective, objective, limited, or omniscient.

A third-person subjective narrator reveals the thoughts, feelings, and opinions of one or more characters
throughout the narrative, while a third-person objective tells only the events of the story and the characters'
actions without revealing the character’s thoughts.

A third-person limited narrator follows the thoughts and actions of only one character, usually the main
character. A limited narrator cannot understand, predict, or explain the thoughts and actions of any other
character except from the perspective of the focal character. A third-person omniscient narrator is a person
or entity who has the ability to tell us the thoughts and actions of all the characters in the story. An omniscient
narrator knows all the facts and is considered the most reliable of all narrative points of view.



Directions: Carefully choose a selection from Battle Hymn of the Tiger Mother. It should be one to
two pages. The pages you choose should be a clear example of Voice. Use the pages you selected
to answer the following questions. Be sure to explain your answer using evidence from the passage
you selected. It may be directly quoted or paraphrased. If directly quoted use in-text citations.

Page Range YOU selected that shows the author's VOICE: _________ to __________

1. Is the selection above first- or third-person? Explain your answer using evidence from the text.

2. Do you think the narrator is reliable or unreliable? Explain your answer using details from the text.

3. Is the narrator subjective or objective? Explain your answer using details from the text.

4. Is the narrator limited or omniscient? Explain your answer using details from the text.

5. What is the perspective of the narrator? Which character(s) does the narrator follow? Explain your
answer using details from the text.



General English 10
Battle Hymn of the Tiger Mother: Chapters 13 - 22
Assignment #2: Figurative Language

Metaphors and similes are common examples of figurative language or a form of language where words can
be interpreted as meaning something other than the literal meaning.

A metaphor is a type of figurative language that compares two, unlike things, suggesting that one has the
qualities of the other. When using a metaphor, an author will state either that one thing is another, as in "The
student was a living computer," or give something the qualities of another, as in "He quickly computed the data
and filed away the answer." Metaphors function to make writing more colorful and make connections that a
reader might not otherwise see.

Similes, like metaphors, compare two, unlike things. Unlike metaphors, similes are signaled by the use of "like"
or "as." For example, an author might write "She attacked the problem like a dog attacks a bone," or "The
student was as frightened as a deer in the headlights when she saw the math problem."

A hyperbole is a form of figurative language that uses extreme exaggeration to make a point. With hyperboles,
we are meant to understand that the exaggeration is so great, it cannot possibly be true. For example, an
author might write, "The test went on for ages." Even though it sometimes feels like a test lasts a lifetime, it is
not literally true that they do.

Practice
Directions: Decide whether each of the following is an example of a metaphor (m), simile (s), or hyperbole (h).

_____1. He entered the classroom as quietly as a mouse.
_____2. The hall was filled with perfect silence.
_____3. She approached the hurdle and took flight.
_____4. The class was as exciting as getting dental work done.
_____5. The skin on her face was drawn so thin he could almost see through it.
_____6. He's such an angel!
_____7. The teacher's lesson on the anatomy of the heart really kindled her interest in biology.
_____8. He wrinkled his nose. The locker room smelled like feet.
_____9. I spent the whole afternoon in the library trying to dig up the answer to the essay question.
_____10. She cried a thousand tears when she saw her failing test grade.



Application
Directions: For each type of figurative language listed on the next page, find a quote from Battle
Hymn of the Tiger Mother that shows the type of figurative language being used. Then, write a
justification as to why the quote you chose is a good example of the type of figurative language. Your
justification should be 2 - 3 full sentences of explanation. Use in-text citations for your quotes.

Metaphor

Quote: Justification:

Simile

Quote: Justification:

Hyperbole

Quote: Justification:



General English 10
Battle Hymn of the Tiger Mother: Chapters 23 - 34
Assignment #3: Character Types and Characterization

As authors develop the plot and characters for a story, several character types emerge:
✓ The protagonist of a story is the main character who changes throughout the story;

the protagonist is directly affected by the events of the plot.
✓ The antagonist is the main character in opposition to the protagonist; the antagonist

usually causes the protagonist’s problems. The antagonist can also be a force of
Nature.
✓ The secondary characters are the characters outside of the protagonist and the antagonist that

populate your world and help move the story along. There are two main subclasses of secondary
characters;
➢ Minor Character: a character that makes the storyline interesting, and seem less flat and

hollow; a story can be told without them
➢ Supporting Character: a character that is essential to the plot; they play a direct role in

furthering the storyline

To further define his characters, an author then develops four general types of characters
which evolve around the protagonist and antagonist and support the plot development.

• Round characters are complicated and interesting to the reader.
• Flat characters are simple and under-developed.
• Dynamic characters are those that grow or change emotionally or learn a lesson.
• Static characters change or grow very little (or not at all) throughout the story.

To help understand these character types, we must study the way that the author has written about each
character. There are several ways we learn about a character:

• Direct characterization is when the author or narrator tells the reader what a character is like. For
example, “Jennifer is a good student.”
• Indirect characterization is when the author gives information about a character and allows the
reader to draw his or her own conclusions about that character. Two of the ways we can learn about a
character through indirect characterization are:

○ the character’s own thoughts, feelings, and actions
○ what other characters say or feel, or how they act towards another character

Directions: For each of the characters on the following pages, complete the chart by deciding how
the character should be classified: protagonist, antagonist, or secondary (if secondary, also write
which subclass - minor or supporting). Then decide if they are round or flat, and dynamic or static.
Next, find a direct quote that supports your decision and clearly shows their character traits. They
may be examples of direct or indirect characterization. Finally, explain why your quote shows the
particular characterization with your justification.



Amy

Protagonist,
Antagonist, or
Secondary

Quote: Justification:

Round or Flat Quote: Justification:

Dynamic or Static Quote: Justification:

Sophia

Protagonist,
Antagonist, or
Secondary

Quote: Justification:

Round or Flat Quote: Justification:

Dynamic or Static Quote: Justification:



Louisa (Lulu)

Protagonist,
Antagonist, or
Secondary

Quote: Justification:

Round or Flat Quote: Justification:

Dynamic or Static Quote: Justification:

Coco

Protagonist,
Antagonist, or
Secondary

Quote: Justification:

Round or Flat Quote: Justification:

Dynamic or Static Quote: Justification:



Jed

Protagonist,
Antagonist, or
Secondary

Quote: Justification:

Round or Flat Quote: Justification:

Dynamic or Static Quote: Justification:


